AT
ST Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/21 : CIA RDP90- 00965R000100420026 0

\

posie T ASFEARED
ON PacE_L

——l )

US sourc&s

Iraq using -
pOlSOIl gas

By William Beecher
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - lmq 1suslng
mustard gas of its own manufac- '}
ture in attunptlng to- repel"hu-
man wave™ assaults by Iranian irf-

m'dmg to: wel}-plaeed“,

BOSTON GLOBE
6 March 1984
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S burns suffered by 10 soldiers
ﬂ{z’wn to Austria, doctors in Vienna said.

»3[The 15 soldiers were flown to Sweden
and Austria over the weekend. Iran said
tbey had been injured in Iraql attacks
mt of Basra. They sald Iraq dropped
|hérve gas and nitrogen mustard, and
asked the United Nations to investigate.)
<o late last week, after the intelligence

unit ad concluded that Ira ls
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ga Administration was in a guandag

mg; what to dg about it. They had

the Iraqis privately to stop usin

W_
* Last Friday, when Alan Romberg, an-.

. ¥; 5% other State Department spokesman, was
- In addition, amcond fgcmtyﬂe-’ pressed to comment on Iranian charges,

to manufacture nerve gas
weapons is said to be nearing com--
pletion. The Soviet Union, the.

sourcesnﬂ.huhdpedlmqwtabj

analysts’ hnvenunﬂy concluded
there was firm evidence of the use

uﬂaumz.[ use of such weap-

ons] by any country,” he said. - -
Hughel declined to identify

what gas weapons have been used
in the conflict. . :

While Iran has‘claxmed for more

that widespread use of mustard gas -
not to have taken place

until recently ~ in reaction to large-
scale assaults by Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guarda in the vicinity of
Basra, Iraq.
, [Oncd'ﬁvelranhnaoldlmbe—
ing treated in Sweden died yester-
day.:nddx:tmaald they believed
be had been *‘exposed to chemical
* the Associated Press re-

ported. Chemicals also caused the

*“There can be no jus-

he would only say that if they were true
“we would find that a problem. We would

regret and oppose the use of such weap- °

ons. .
Part of the Admlnlstratlon s quanda-

. | ry is that it does not want to see Iran tri-

.umph in the war, for fear it would: at-
-i tempt to place a revolutionary fundamen-

ltallst Islamic regime in power in Bagh-
dad. That, in turn, could shake up the re-
- gimes of Saudi Arabia and other Persian
Gulf ofl producers.

" But on theother hand .the Unlted
States has longcalled for an outright ban
-on the manufacture, possession or use of ;
all poison gas weapons and is preparing a -
"draft treaty on the subject. The Soviet .
Union recently ‘indicated some willing-

oMLY

blind eye to evidence that Iragq was em-
ploying mustard gas weapons against at-

. tacking Iranians would have seemed hyp-
‘ocritical. Insofar as is known, Iranian

forces for the most part have not .been
equipped with gas masks. _

But Hughes specffically linked his con-
demnation of alleged Iragi use of lethal
chemical weapons with criticism of Iran,
for its “Intransigent refusal to deviate
from its avowed objective of eliminating
the legitimate governmerit of neighboring
Iraq.” Such refusal, he said, was “incon- |
sistent with the accepted norms of behav- |

‘for among nations,”

. ness to consider on-site inspection of the

destruction of gas weapons if a treaty can

be concluded. . . -

The United States also has made
much of allegations that the Soviets have
been involved in the use of poison toxin
weapons in Afg’hanlstan Laos and Cam-
bodia. -
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Thus, for the United States to turn a -
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